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Furniture Scratching


Introduction

Scratching of furniture around the house is often a concern for cat owners.  This information sheet will help you understand why a cat acts this way and what you can do to resolve the issue with your furniture.  As you will see, there truly needs to be a balance between protecting your material possessions and the natural behaviors of your furry friend.


The Act of Scratching

It is built into the genes of a cat to scratch.  The activity serves purposes such as marking their territory, exercising, and creating some enjoyment.  Scratching is an instinct of a cat as a means to mark his/her territory both visually and by scent.  A cat’s paws have scent glands on them that allow for them to mark their territory with their individual scent as they scratch.  The act of scratching also serves as a form of exercise and also a form of pleasure for your cat.


Protecting your Furniture

The thing to keep in mind is that there is really no good way to stop a cat from scratching.  The most obvious choice is to declaw your cat, but an owner most careful consider the physical, emotional, and behavioral complications with declawing a cat.  So, if you don’t declaw your cat, what can be done?  A scratching post is the solution.  However, there are things that you must consider about this solution in order to ensure that you solve the overall problem.

Scratching Posts 101
What?  Where?  How Many?

There are a few things that you should consider when deciding on the correct scratching post for your cat.  First off, always remember that the scratching post is for your cat and is not meant to look appealing to you or match the home’s décor.  Cats generally like rough surfaces that stand up and that are sturdy.  A couple points to keep in mind here are that if the scratching post is not tall enough for your cat to fully extend upwards to use or if the scratching post falls over during use (even once), then the cat will be reluctant to use the post.

Another key thing to keep in mind is the placement of the post.  Remember that your cat has chosen the furniture items, etc that he/she scratches because of a few territorial factors.  The best location for you to place the scratching post is near the areas where the cat is currently scratching.  If you have multiple places in your home where your cat likes to scratch, then you may need to consider having multiple scratching posts.  The same concept of multiple posts applies if you have multiple cats in your home.  One additional place to consider for the placement of a scratching post is near where the cat typically sleeps.  Cats tend to like to scratch immediately after they awaken.

In with the New, Out with the Old

After you have decided on an appropriate scratching post for your cat and placed it in the most scratched location(s) of your home, the next step is to get the cat to use the post.  A few simple tricks to peak your cat’s interest in the post will most likely result in attracting your cat to use the post.  Taking part in activities with your cat at the post will ensure that the cat knows that the post exists and entice them to use it for scratching.  Some activities would be feeding the cat at the post, giving the cat treats at the post, playing with the cat around the post, etc.  A simple game of “chase the string” around the post is a very good way to create some enjoyment for the cat near the post and also allow for them to discover sinking their claws into the post.  Rubbing catnip powder on the post is also an effective attractant for the cat.

For difficulties with getting a cat to divert from their old scratching locations, there are a few things that you can try to deter them.  The first thing to try is removing their odor from their old locations.  Pet odor removal products that are sold in stores will work well to remove their odor from their old locations.  As a more visual deterrent, you can try covering the area with aluminum foil or double-sided tape.  Cats have aversions to the texture of both of these materials.  Another easy solution may be to spray the areas with a lemon-scented fragrance because cats have a dislike for citrus scents.


Dos
· Start cats at a young age using a scratching post
· Consider the Soft Paws product as opposed to declawing your cat
· Ensure the scratching post is tall enough and sturdy enough for your cat
· Place the scratching post(s) near the cat’s typical scratching locations


Don’ts
· Do not attempt to stop a cat from scratching entirely
· Do not place the scratching post in an isolated location in your home
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For more information about cats available for adoption, please visit the Montgomery County SPCA web site at www.mcspca.org.
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